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Date built:  The Big Ben was built from 1834 to 1858 

Location: It is placed in the neighborhood of Westminster, in the north side of the river Thames; 

Historical  facts: the history of the Big Ben started in 1834, when a fire destroyed the ancient 
building of Westminster. For the reconstruction they ran a competition, and the winner was Charles 
Barry, but Augustus Pugin carried on the works. During the construction of the tower, the two 
architects had some difficulties, like the positioning of the clock. The era is Victorian and the style 
of the tower is Gothic; 

Further information:  

The tower has 12 lightbulbs that are turned on every night. 

The biggest bell rings every 15 minutes, with a recorded melody. We can hear it within a range of 2 
km. 

In the past the clock was stopped running only three times, while in early 2017 the clock tower has 
been silent for several weeks, due to a refurbishment project, t to ensure that the clock   continues 
ticking for at least another 150 years.  

Elena Artini   Martina Bichi 2N 

  



Tower Bridge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date built: 1886-1894 
Location: London, River Thames.  North side: Tower Hamlets; South side: Southwark 
Historical Facts: The construction started in 1886; it took eight years and the bridge was officially  
opened on 30 June 1894 by the Prince of Wales and his wife. During the Second World War a third 
engine was installed, as a precaution against the enemy action (1942). In 1974 the bridge system 
was modernised and replaced by a new electro-hydraulic drive system. The original mechanism is 
now in the “Tower Bridge Exhibition”, which opened in 1982 
Further Information: Tower Bridge is one of the symbols of London. To harmonise the bridge 
with the nearby Tower of London, it was made in Victorian Gothic Style. The total cost of 
construction was £122 million. In 2012 Tower Bridge featured in publicity for the Summer Olympic 
Games. The Olympic rings were suspended from the bridge. 

Filippo Biondi  Isabella Senesi 2N  



 

Coca-cola London Eye 
 Millennium Wheel, British Airways London Eye, Merlin 

Entertainments London Eye, EDF Energy London Eye 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Built: 1998-2000 

Located on the South Bank of the River Thames 

Historical facts: The London Eye was designed by a number of architects, including, Mark 
Sparrowhawk, David Marks and Julia Barfield. It was originally owned by the Tussaud Group, 
British Airways and the Marks Barfield family.  Since 2015 it has been sponsored by Coca-
Cola. The formal opening ceremonies for the London Eye were held on December 31, 1999,  as 
part of the millennial celebrations in London. It has since been called the Millennium Wheel by 
many Londoners. Despite its official "opening" ceremony, the London Eye was not actually 
opened to the public until March 2000, due to some minor technical issues.  

Further information:The London Eye is one of the most important tourist attractions in 
London, and also local Londoners appreciate it. With its height of 135m, it is considered one of 
the tallest buildings in the city. There are 32 capsules that can carry 25 passengers each. More 
than three and a half million people every year visit the London Eye. 

Cassandra Del Sere  Elena Cavigli  2N 
  



 

The British Museum 
 

 

 

Date built:  1753 by Hans Sloane 

Location:  Great Russell Street 

Historical facts:  the origins of the British Museum lie in the will of the physician, naturalist and 
collector, Sir Hans Sloane .  It opened to the public on 15/01/1759.                                                          
The Sloane collection was donated to King George II,  the gift was accepted and on 07/06/1753, an 
Act of Parliament established the British Museum.                                                    At the beginning 
of 1800 the statue of Ramses II was placed in the museum.                                                                                                                                                                                                       
In 2000 Foster and Partners realized a big dome on the Great Court, which is the biggest covered 
square in Europe. The structure in steel sustains1656 panels made of glass, all different in shape and 
dimensions.                                                                                                                                                                    
During the 21 century, the Museum has continued to expand its public facilities, by opening four 
new permanent galleries in 2008/9.                                                                                                                          
Nowadays there are 70.000 findings, 4 km galleries, 13 million copies and drawings and 5 million 
tourists visiting the museum every year. 

Lucia Ceccantini  Camilla Teoni  2N 

  



 

Camden Town 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date built: 1791  

Location: Northwest of London 

Historical  facts:   Camden town  was named after Charles Pratt, that was the first Earl of Camden. 

An alternative place: Camden Town is interesting. It is full of big houses, strange shops with many 
colours, paintings on the walls and also graffitis.  
Every day in the streets you can find lots of different trends, like Gothic or Hipster, and there people 
are not scared of wearing what they want. There are also  lots of kinds of food and fast food 
restaurants that offer meals from any places in the world. 
One of the most  interesting shops is "Cyborg", a shop where there are not lights, and people like  
wearing punk clothes and having strange kinds of hair colours. T-shirts or pullovers and also jeans 
are painted with Cyborg s  drawings and special fluofloyds. There is also a part of the shop where 
people that are less than 18 years old cannot enter. 
The music  they play there is electronic, techno  and punk. There are also some girls in a cage 
hanging from the walls, who dance to entertain people. 

Sara Cecchinato   Elisa Solinas  2N 

  



 

Piccadilly Circus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date built: 1819. 

Location: it is in the centre of London, near St. James Park and Green Park. 

Historical facts: Piccadilly Circus was built to connect Regent Street with Piccadilly by means of  
a circular crossing. The name Piccadilly came from a particular type of collars that were very 
famous between 1500 and 1600. The most famous collarmaker was Robert Baker, who became very 
rich selling this kind of collars; in 1626 he built a very big house called “Piccadilly Hall” in that 
place; that is why it is called Piccadilly Circus. Piccadilly Circus was surrounded by illuminated 
advertising hoardings on buildings, starting in 1908 with a Perrier sign, but only one building now 
carries them. 

Further information: It was an open air circus; the bilboard of Coca Cola was the first advertising 
in London.   Yoko Ono spent 150,000 £ to show the lyrics from her late husband John Lennon, and 
for three months the words displayed on the wall. 

Noemi Proni  Amanda Giuliani 2N  



  

Westminster Abbey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Built: 1045 A.D.  

Location: City of Westminster, London, west of the Palace of Westminster.  

Historical Facts: In 1045  King Edward added a big part of fields around the pre-existing convent, 
and in 1245 it was rebuilt in a Gothic style. In 1376 the central nave was completely remade by the 
architect Henri Yevele, who also worked on the construction of the London Tower.  

Further Information: There are 450 tombs and monuments in the Abbey. The lovely College 
Garden is said to be the oldest one in England and originally people grew food and medicinal herbs 
there. A door by the Chapter House was made in 1050 A.D. and it is considered the oldest historical 
door in England.  

Lombardi Lorenzo, Certini Lorenzo 2N  



 

Hyde Park 
 

           

 

 

                                                     

Date built: Hyde Park was created by Henry VIII in 1536. 

Location: London, UK. 

Historical facts: Before 1637 this park was a reserve for hunting, later Charles I opened the park to the 
general public. 

Further information: In the park some famous bands have performed, like Jethro Tull, Blind Faith, The 
Rolling Stones, King Crimson, Pink Floyd and Roy Harper. 

St. James’s Park 
 

 

 

                                             
Date built: In 1532 the King Henry VIII of England bought the area of the current park. 

Location: City of Westminster, the park has Buckingham Palace to the west, the Mall to the north, the Horse 
Guards to the east and Birdcage Walk to the south. 

Historical facts: King Henry VIII bought this area because this park is situated near the York Palace, the 
king’s residence. 

Further information: In 1653, when Charles II of England was in France, he was able to admire the 
gardens of the French Royal’s residence and so when he went back to England he renewed the park and 
opened the park to the general public. 

Matteo Moretti, Alice Marri 2N  



 

Houses of Parliament 
(Thorney Island) 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date built: 1016 

Location: the palace is on the north bank of the River Thames in the City of Westminster, in central 
London. 

Historical facts: the “Model Parliament”, the first official Parliament of England, met there in 1295 
and since then all British Parliaments have met at the Palace. In 1512, during the reign of King 
Henry VIII, a fire destroyed the royal residential area; in 1834 there was another fire too, both 
Houses of Parliament were destroyed and only Westminster Hall was saved.  

Further information: indoors there are 4 floors, 1.100 rooms, 100 staircases and 4.8 km of 
passageways. There are also offices, dining rooms, cafès, libraries. The main rooms of the Palace 
are on the first floor (known as the “principal floor”).  

Bruschini Giada, Moneti Aurora, Piantini Aurora 2N  



 

National Gallery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date built: 1824 

Location: this museum is in Trafalgar Square, London.  

Historical facts: it was founded when the British government bought 38 paintings from the heirs of 
John Julius Angerstein, in 1824. After this initial purchase the Gallery was improved by its early 
directors and by private donations, which consist in two-thirds of the collection. The resulting 
collection is small in size, compared with many European National galleries, but the major 
development in Western painting consists in works “from Giotto to Cézanne”. It was one of the few 
National galleries that had all its work on permanent exhibition. 

Further information: there are over 2.300 paintings dating from the mid-13th century to 1900. 
This collection belongs to the public of the united Kingdom and entry to the main collection is free 
of charge. 

Bruschini Giada, Moneti Aurora, Piantini Aurora 2N 

  



 

The Horse Guards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE BUILT: The first Horse Guards was built in 1664, but it was demolished in 1749. The 
current Horse Guards was built between 1750 and 1753. 

LOCATION: Horse Guards is near Whitehall, in the center of London. 

HISTORICAL FACTS: This area has been used for a long series of parades, magazines and 
ceremonies since the XVII century. The Duke of Wellington was based in Horse Guards when he 
was Commander-in-Chief of the British Army. The current General Officer Commanding London 
District still occupies the same office and uses the same desk. Wellington also had living quarters 
within the building, which today are used as offices. 
During the Olympics in London in 2012, the Horse Guards area hosted the beach volleyball arena. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: The Horse Guards hosts the annual celebrations of Queen 
Elizabeth’s birthday. It has been used for various parades, reviews and other ceremonies. 

 

  Lucrezia Pierazzuoli,  Madalina Chiriac  2N 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Duke_of_Wellington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander-in-Chief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volleyball_at_the_2012_Summer_Olympics


 

Buckingham Palace 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date built: This palace used to be a large 
townhouse built for the Duke of Buckingham 
in 1703. 

Location: It is located in the City of 
Westminster and it is near St. James‘s Park, 
Green Park and Victoria Memorial. 

Historical  facts: It was acquired by King 
George III in 1761 as a private residence for Queen Charlotte and became known as The Queen’s 
House. During the 19th Century it was enlarged and it became the London Residence of the British 
monarchs on the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837. 

Further information: Its architecture is  in Neoclassical style. 

Buckingham Palace can be visited only from the last week of July to the last of September, when 
the Queen and the whole Court are on vacation in Scotland. 

It has got 775 rooms. These include 19 State rooms, 52 Royal and guest bedrooms, 188 staff 
bedrooms, 92 offices and 78 bathrooms. The building is 108 metres long, 120 metres wide and 
24 metres high. 

Until 1997 the only flag that had waved on top of the palace, had been the Royal Standard (the 
official flag of the United Kingdom), that was lifted on the pole only when the Royals where at the 
Palace. Today the Royal Standard  is lifted when the Queen is at the Palace, while, when she isn’t 
there the  Union Flag is not lifted; in case of national mourning the flag is only lifted at half-mast. 

Rebecca Rossi   M. Teresa Savella   2N  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Built in: 1834 

Location: Bumpton road, Knightsbridge, London 

History: Harrods is a big luxury department store that sells every kind of things and clothes. It’s placed in 
the richest part of London and is one of the most important tourist attractions. This palace is made of 7 
flats and the building’s interior is inspired to Egyptian architecture. All the flats are connected by elevators 
and escalators. Harrods was founded by Charles Henry Harrod, a tea trader, in 1834. In 1849 the 
department store was moved from Cable Street to its present location. Thanks to Harrods and his son’s job 
the business went well, until December 1883, when fire destroyed the palace. Some months later the 
palace was rebuilt and enlarged, included the shops nearby. Al- Fayed was the owner of it until 2010 when 
the state of Qatar bought it. 

Further information: 

In Harrods there is a Christmas shop opened all the year round and you can shop there in any moment. 

During the sales  periods there are about 250.000 visitors every day and the profits are about 1 million 
pounds.  

The sales opening is celebrated with a ceremony: a beautiful and important woman arrives in a carriage 
with 2 black horses. 

Inside the first flat we can find the “Egyptian Monument” dedicated to the “Innocent Victims”- Lady Diana 
and Al-Faye.      

In 1898 the first escalator was built in Harrods. 

 

Rossi Gaia, Giorno Martina 2N  



 

Trafalgar Square 

 

 

Name: At first the square was named after William IV, but then an architect decided to name it 
after the battle of Trafalgar. 
Date built: 1826-1844 

Location: city of Westminster, central London 

Historical facts: this square is dedicated to the battle of Trafalgar (1805), in which the vice admiral 
Horatio Nelson defeated Spain and France during the Napoleonic wars. The place where the square 
is situated nowadays, in the past was the place of the King’s Mews. Then they were moved to 
Buckingham Palace. The area was renewed by the architect John Nash. The building work started in 
1826. It was opened to the public in 1844. 

Further information: in the square there are many statues and monuments: in particular, there are 
two statues, one of George Washington and one of James II. Besides there are 4 cement blocks with 
a statue above each one. In the middle of the square there is a marble statue of Horatio Nelson. 
There are also two fountains that in the past were used to take up the empty space. The National 
Gallery is situated in the northern part of the square. 

During Christmas time there are a lot of markets and a very big Christmas tree. 

Asia  Sbietti  Beatrice Scaccini  2N 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=gOMgCSvY&id=A3D95AEE8E3C4BAA63262B8086560C6B469B6714&q=trafalgar+square&simid=608039238730121666&selectedIndex=31


 

Covent Garden 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Built in: between the XII and the XIII century 

Location:  London 

Historical facts: The Earl of Bedford started to plan Covent Garden. It attracted many wealthy 
merchants and aristocrats, who built their dwellings. There, within a few decades, the Covent 
Garden” piazza” became the most important market of England, with exotic products from distant 
regions of the world, surrounded by theatres and cafés. 

Further information: The square, that is at the heart of Covent Garden, was the site of a fruit and 
vegetable market. Covent Garden Market is also famous for its theatres. More recently there have 
been built restaurants, museums, shops, craft stalls; animated by various street artists, it is now one 
of the main tourist attractions in the British capital city. 

Moretti Elisa Vagnetti Viola 2N 

  

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY3cCFk8fSAhVLVhQKHbRGCHYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.nikonclub.it/forum/lofiversion/index.php/t390005.html&bvm=bv.148747831,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF33dPxxHRslQuKHYJffP3-ADHYkw&ust=1489070711887502


 

Scavenger hunts: our videos in London 
 

Scavenger Hunt nr. 1  
Amanda Giuliani 

Elisa Moretti 

Noemi Proni 

Viola Vagnetti 

 

Scavenger Hunt nr. 2 
Rebecca Rossi 

Mariateresa Savella 

Alice Marri 

Matteo Moretti 

 

Scavenger Hunt nr. 3 
Elena Artini 

Martina Bichi 

Lucia Ceccantini 

Asia Sbietti 

Lucia Ceccantini 

  

Click here! 

Click here! 

Click here! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BATeZ0E4bVk&spfreload=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3oF7jiKn2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMUtrtY0F_k


 

Scavenger Hunt nr. 4 
Giada Bruschini 

Lorenzo Certini 

Lorenzo Lombardi 

Aurora Moneti 

Aurora Piantini 

 

Scavenger Hunt nr. 5 
Elena Cavigli 

Sara Cecchinato 

Madalina Chiriac 

Cassandra Del Sere 

Lucrezia Pierazzuoli 

Elisa Solinas 

 

Scavenger Hunt nr. 6 
Filippo Biondi 

Martina Giorno 

Gaia Rossi 

Isabella Senesi 

Camilla Teoni 

 

Click here! 

Click here! 

Click here! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvvcWVAfqWI
https://youtu.be/5FQdAoZ7kNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tz3P3jr2Z5E
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